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Detailed Action 

Prosecution Reopened 

1. In response to communications filed on 2/12/2007, no claims have been cancelled; no 
claims were amended; and no claims have been added. Therefore, claims 1-23 are presently 
pending in the application. 

2. In view of the Pre-Appeal Brief Request For Review filed on 2/12/ 2007, 
PROSECUTION IS HEREBY REOPENED . New grounds of rejection are set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the following 
two options: 

(1) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply under 37 
CFR 1.113 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) initiate a new appeal by filing a notice of appeal under 37 CFR 41.31 followed by an 
appeal brief under 37 CFR 41.37. The previously paid notice of appeal fee and appeal brief fee 
can be applied to the new appeal. If, however, the appeal fees set forth in 37 CFR 41.20 have 
been increased since they were previously paid, then appellant must pay the difference between 
the increased fees and the amount previously paid. 

A Supervisory Patent Examiner (SPE) has approved of reopening prosecution by signing 

below. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 U^S.C - 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brown et al 
(US Patent No. 6,658,415, FiUng Date of Patent: April 28, 2000) in view of Levitt (US 
Publication No. 2002/0151327, Date of Patent: October 17, 2002). 

Claims 1. 11 and 21 : 

Regarding claims 1, 11 and 21, Brown teaches a system for providing adaptive 
programming hstings over a network (Figure 1, all features and column 4, lines 48-67, wherein 
adaptive content file, adaptive collaboration, adaptive filtering, and so forth is defined, Brown), 
comprising: 

a customer entity (Figure 3B, diagrams 44, 46 and 48, Brown); 

Brown discloses "a customer entity". However, Brown is silent with respect to "a host 
system in communication with said customer entity via a communication network, said host 
system comprising a server, a database of available programming data, a database of customer 
preferences, and a database of program recommendation guides". 

On the other hand, Levitt disclose wherein "a host system in communication with said 
customer entity via a communications network said host system comprising a server (paragraph 
[0067], wherein this reads over " the system may include one or more pieces of hardware 
including a handheld device, such as a PDA, one or more entertainment devices and a 
communication network that interconnects the various elements to the system, wherein the 
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system may further include a personal computer that is connected to both the handheld device 
and the personal computer, wherein the system may further include a server system that is 
connected to the communication system and so forth", Levitt), a database of available 
programming data(paragraph [0069] and [0073], respectively, Levitt), a database of customer 
preferences (paragraph [0081], respectively, Levitt), and a database of program 
recommendation guides (SEE Figure la, all features, wherein its further defined in paragraphs 
[oo66]-[oo7i], wherein it describes one or more pieces of user interface software, one or more 
databases and so forth, and [oo82]-[oo85], wherein it further defines the databases, and 
wherein the handheld device includes client software to managing the functionality and user 
interface for a variety of task, prioritizing content, recommendations, payment fees and so forth, 
respectively, which all corresponds and is equivalent to "a host system in communication with 
said customer entity via a communications network said host system comprising a server a 
database of available programming data, a database of customer preferences, and a database of 
program recommendation guides", Levitt); and 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate Levitt teachings into Brown system. A skilled artisan would have been 
motivated to combine as suggest by Levitt [paragraph [0009] for establishing an enhance 
method of integrating a dynamic interactive directory of program content to improve the 
performance of the system. 

a preference filtering system executing on said host system; wherein said preference 
filtering system performs: 

gathering available programming data from said server (SEE Figure 6, all features and 
wherein diagram 182, wherein yes or no if authorization is received or not received, if yes, it 
filters data according to the user settings, transmits to requesting platform, and so forth, Brown, 
ALSO SEE paragraph [002i]-[0022], paragraph [0025] wherein this reads over" the system can 
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also include server software which performs certain task as collaborative filtering, search 
broader collection of programs, and related content, and updating media directories and 
generally exchanging/synchronizing both programs and data; and paragraphs [0073]-[0076], 
respectively, Levitt); 

storing said available programming data in said database of available 
programming data (Figure 6, diagrams 198 and 200, Brown, ALSO SEE paragraph [0082], 
wherein a variety of information relating specifically to the user and generally to program 
content and user behavior is stored in various databases 54 as illustrated in Figure la, Levitt); 

gathering program recommendation guides from third parties and storing said program 
recommendation guides in said database of program recommendation guides (column 6, lines 
30-31, wherein all types of data may be stored in data storage and medium and column 10, lines 
34-42, wherein a particular UCID includes a chaperone application 50 that responds to data 
received and requested from other data processing systems, including server system 80 and 
security system 33, wherein a chaperone application 50 provides analysis of products and 
services provided by server system 80 in view of authorization settings 42a-42n, user designated 
preferences 44, schedule 46, user profile 48, and other data stored according to the UCID, 
Brown, ALSO SEE paragraph [0096], [0205], and [0271], respectively, Levitt); 

presenting a user interface to a customer entity along with said program 
recommendation guides (Figures 8A and 8B, all features. Brown, ALSO SEE Figures 4D and 4E 
and paragraph [0280], wherein the ability to control multiple devices and to monitor and store 
records of program browsing and selection activity, lets the system offer recommendations that 
user information from other services, Levitt); 

receiving at least one selection from said program recommendation guides (column 10, 
lines 13-19, wherein child's UCID, i.e. universal communications identifier account would 
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receive a listing of products and services for the theme park that is transmittable to an authority 
at a remote computer system, Brown, ALSO SEE paragraph [0280], respectively, Levitt); and 
storing said at least one selection in said database of customer preferences (Figure 4, 
diagram 44, wherein it is stored in Figure 40, which is data storage medium, Brown, ALSO SEE 
paragraph [0290] and [0292], respectively, Levitt). 
Claims 2 and 12; 

Regarding claims 2 and 12, the combination of Brown in view of Levitt teaches receiving 
a request from said customer entity for an on-screen program listing (column 10, lines 13-19, 
wherein child's UCID, i.e. universal communications identifier account would receive a listing of 
products and services for the theme park that is transmittable to an authority at a remote 
computer system, Brown); 

processing said request by comparing said at least one selection from said program 
recommendation guides as stored in said customer preference database to said available 
programming data (Figure 7A, all features, and wherein diagram 224, wherein comparing the 
authority-designated settings and user-designated preferences with the available content in the 
product and services, wherein for example the authority-designated settings and any user 
designated preferences are compared with the content of available television shows, diagram 
226 transmits the authorized selection of product/services for the user to the user portable 
computer system, wherein diagram 228, a selection of advertisements from the advertising 
database according to authority-designated settings and user-designated preferences, and 
diagram 240, comparing the authority-designated setting with the content accessible via 
platform, next is authorized, and wherein access is authorized to a particular product/service or 
content if enabled by the authority designated settings, also see columns 14-15, lines 59-67 and 
lines 1-29, wherein the Figure 7 is further defined. Brown); and 
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presenting a filtered on-screen program listing to said customer entity resulting from 
said processing (Figure 6, all features, wherein the Figure is further defined in column 13, lines 
43-48, if a request is received then the process passes to block 184, filtering the authority 
designated settings according to location, schedule, and user profile, wherein block 186 
transmits the filtered authority-designated settings to the requesting platform, and the process 
passes to block 188, Brown). 
Claims 3 and 13; 

Regarding claims 3 and 13, the combination of Brown in view of Levitt teaches 
performing at least one of: 

transmitting a program signal to said customer entity in response to a request to view a 
program listed on said filtered program listing (column 14, lines 10-22, wherein determination 
as to whether or not a request for a record of content access is received, and if the request is 
received, the process proceeds, and if the authority s included as an allowable authority then the 
process continues to proceed, transmitting a content access record according to the requesting 
authority to a requesting system. Brown); and 

automatically signaling a personal recording device to record said program on behalf of 
said customer entity (column 9, lines 57-61, wherein if a parent designates authorization 
settings for television viewing for a child, then a recording of access to television stored 
according tot eh child UCID is preferably retrievable by parent and column 11, lines 4-11, 
wherein if an authority designated setting limits usage of the Internet for that day for that user 
to one hour and forty-five minutes of usage have been recorded then accountability application 
would limit usage of the Internet to fifteen more minutes and would then control transmission 
of a recording of time spent on the Internet to remote server system, Brown, ALSO SEE 
paragraph [o289]-[o29o], respectively, Levitt). 
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Claims a. and 14; 

Regarding claims 4 and 14, the combination of Brown in view of Levitt teaches 
generating a custom program recommendation guide by said host system using said available 
programming data (Figure 3A, diagrams 90 and 92, wherein its further defined in column 8, 
lines 10-25, wherein services and product recommendation to a retailer staff may be determined 
from the authority-designated settings and user designated preferences and wherein output 
controller 92 controls distributions of services and product recommendation to output 
interfaces from among output interfaces i3oa-i30n that are accessible only by staff and column 
9, lines 31-40, wherein the available programming data is defined such as budget preferences, 
location preferences, visual preferences, broadcast preferences, and etc, Brown) and storing said 
custom program recommendation guide in said database (column 8, lines 36-42, Brown). 
Claims 5 and is; 

Regarding claims 5 and 15, the combination of Brown in view of Levitt teaches 
wherein said processing said request further includes; 

deleting programs appearing on said program recommendation guides of programs to 
avoid from said filtered on-screen program listing (column 8, lines 39-49, wherein an authority 
may designate on a child's authority designated settings that a child should not be shown - is 
equivalent to deleting programs on said program recommendation guides, electronic 
advertising for cigarettes, and wherein the PDA would determine alternative types of electronic 
advertising that do not include cigarettes when the presence of the child is detected within a 
particular proximity even if the child has a programmed a preference for cigarettes, Brown); 

retaining any programs appearing on said program recommendation guides that contain 
recommended programs on said customer's filtered on-screen program Usting (column 15, lines 
46-53, wherein a television that receives authority designated settings and user-designated 
settings for the child will first select television programs that are rated PG or lower an last an 
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hour or less, then the television will further filter that selection to highlight cartoons, wherein 
filter by selection is interpreted to be hiding all the data you do not want to see so that you can 
display the records with which you want to work, Brown); and 

handling programs not otherwise dealt with by said program recommendation guides in 
accordance with instructions provided by said customer entity (column lo, lines 1-9, wherein a 
television authority-designated settings may restrict a child from watching television that is 
rated higher than PG, however a special is coming on television that is rated PG-17, that the 
child request to watch based on educational value, the child request is transmitted to a parents 
computer at work where the parent designates a one-time authorization to the child UCID 
account. Brown). 
Claims 6 and 16; 

Regarding claims 6 and 16, the combination of Brown in view of Levitt teaches wherein 
said third parties include external sources comprising at least one of: 
a film institute; 

a magazine (Figure 8 A, wherein a books is defined); 
a religious organization; 
a topical web site; 
a video store; and 

a commercial business (column 7, line 32-33, wherein a video commercial of a new 
movie time is defined). 
Claims 7 and 17; 

Regarding claims 7 and 17, the combination of Brown in view of Levitt teaches wherein 
said customer entity comprises at least one of: 
a telephone; 

a mobile communications device; 
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a television (column 15, lines 49, wherein television is defined, Brown, ALSO SEE 
paragraph [0285], respectively, Levitt); 
a set top box; 

a personal recording device (paragraph [0213] and [0242], respectively, Levitt); and 
a personal computer. 
Claims 8 and 18; 

Regarding claims 8 and 18, the combination of Brown in view of Levitt teaches wherein 
said presenting a filtered on-screen program listing to said customer entity resulting from said 
processing further includes presenting a filtered on-screen program listing in accordance with 
an access level granted to an account member, said access level extending or limiting access to 
view program listings (Figure 8A, diagram 260, all features, Brown). ' 
Claims o and iQt 

Regarding claims 9 and 19, the combination of Brown in view of Levitt teaches wherein 
said transmitting a program signal to said customer entity in response to a request to view a 
program further includes transmitting said program signal in accordance with an access level 
granted to an account member, said access level extending or limiting access to view a program 
(columns 9-10, lines 62-67 and lines 1-9, wherein user may transmit a request to an authority at 
a data processing system that is accessible to the authority, the authority may designate a one- 
time access, multiple accesses or change authority-designated settings remotely and transmit 
the designations to a particular UCID account, wherein for example, a television authority- 
designated setting may restrict a child from watching television that is rated higher than PG, 
however a special is coming on television that is rated PG-17 that the child requests to watch 
based on educational value, the child's request may be transmitted to a parent's computer at 
work where the parent designates a one-time authorization for the show and transmits the 
authorization to the child's UCID account and column 15, lines 49-54, wherein a parent, A has 
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set a television setting of access only to PG or less and access for one hour daily and every 
television that is accessible to the child is only accessible according to the authority-designated 
setting, Brown). 
Claims lo and 20 : 

Regarding claims 10 and 20, the combination of Brown in view of Levitt teaches wherein 
said automatically signaling a personal recording device to record said program on behalf of said 
customer entity further includes signaling said personal recording device in accordance with an 
access level granted to an account member, said access level extending or limiting access to 
record a program or view an already recorded program (Figure 8C, all features, wherein further 
defined in column 15, lines 54-67, wherein listing of authorities and passwords in order to access 
recorded authorization, denial of authorization and location, i.e. if applicable, wherein the 
example, Sylvia is parent A and has designated a list of authorities for the child including 
herself, parent B, library A, and babysitter A; Parent A is preferably given access to all data in 
the child's authorization record according to graphical indicator 226 which is only design a table 
by parent A, while other authorities are only allowed access to particular records, wherein 
addition, any authority-designated settings, which contradict those set by parent A, are 
overridden, however, parent B is not given access to all data in the child's authorization record, 
however may access authorization records that are a result of the authority-designated settings 
by parent B; for example, a record of radio listening is recorded in data storage structure 224 in 
association with the authority-designated setting by parent B in data storage structure 220 of 
radio access to classical or oldies radio stations only. Brown). 
Claim 22; 

Regarding 22, the combination of Brown in view of Levitt teaches a link to at least one 
external database storing a program recommendation guide (Figure 6, diagram 190 and 194, 
wherein storing authorization of record according to authority is illustrated, Brown, ALSO SEE 
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paragraph [ooii], wherein external databases is defined, Levitt). 
Claim 25t; 

Regarding 23, the combination of Brown in view of Levitt teaches wherein said 
customer entity comprises at least one of a: 

television (column 15, lines 49, wherein television is defined, Brown); 
a personal recording device (column 15, lines 54-57, Brown); 
a telephone; 
a set-top box; 

a personal computer (paragraph [0067], wherein it defines a personal computer, Levitt); 

and 

a personal digital assistant (paragraph [0067], wherein it defines a personal computer, 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don Wong can be reached on (571) 272-1834. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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